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Odd Anniversaries

Anecdotes, Myths and Stories from Linz

February 14 – September 20, 2009

Performances, installations and sculptures will be presented in four event-blocks over the 

course of 2009 (Frost, Aurora Borealis and the Double Ski Pole // Apartment Building Blow-

up, Cowboy Museum and Linz-by-the-Sea? // World Language, Robinson Islands and an 

Indian Elephant // Velodrome, Cacophony and Banishment to Linz) to mark non-round-

number anniversaries of some of the most interesting, bizarre and memorable events in the 

city’s history.

These four days spaced over the course of the year offer an opportunity to survey the 

passage of time. Throughout each day, anniversaries will be celebrated at significant sites 

around town—with all due respect and dignity appropriate to the occasion!

1st Block:

Saturday, February 14, 2009 // Frost, Aurora Borealis and the Double Ski Pole

Introduction // Martin Heller

Master of the day’s ceremonies // Alexander Adrione

5,209 weeks

A Wolf … or is it? // 11 AM

“The wolf shot by forest warden’s daughter Fritzi Bohuslav in Enghagen bei Enns was 

placed on display in the window of a shop on Landstraße on April 17, 1909. The animal was 

then stuffed and brought to the museum of local history in Enns.”

From: Tagespost Nr. 1 dated January 1, 1910, page 4

Debates raged among experts, and all sorts of speculation came to surround the famed 

beast. As of 1959, the generally accepted opinion expressed in specialized literature in the 

field of zoology was that the animal is a wild dog. Its skull clearly exhibits canine 

characteristics. The possibility that the taxidermist switched the skull would imply a violation 

of the profession’s code of ethics and this has been dismissed by zoologists ...
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“The heart—displaying the wound where the bullet passed right through—was given to the 

museum in Groß-Pöchlarn and then somehow came into the possession of the Melk 

Monastery. From Melk, it was brought to Linz’s Landesmuseum, where it is currently being 

held for safekeeping. The stuffed specimen of the wolf initially remained the property of the 

owner of the estate on which it was shot. It is now in the museum in Enns, though it had also 

spent a short stay in Linz, where the skull was removed from the skeleton and replaced by 

the skull of a dog. The skull remains in the Landesmuseum in Linz.”

From: Apollo, the official publication of the nature studies station of the City of Linz, 1966

Once again, the stuffed wolf (or is it?) will be exhibited in a display window at Landstraße 17-

25. This specimen is on loan from the Lauriacum Museum in Enns. The animal originally 

weighed 20 kilos.

Thanks to: Lauriacum Museum, Enns; Siegbert Janko, Office of Cultural Affairs of the City of 

Linz; Gerhard Aubrecht, Biology Center Upper Austria; Xanaka Linz

80 years minus one day

Coldest Day // 11:30 AM – 5 PM

Ice-cold cocktails at -32° in a freezer truck parked on Taubenmarkt

Every lake and pond in Upper Austria was frozen solid, and the Danube was awash with ice. 

Linz’s public squares were full of snow; a bitterly cold wind blew through the streets and 

piled the drifts high. The schools remained closed since they had run out of coal for heating. 

A deep freeze descended upon the city and refused to budge. If the temperature had 

dropped just a few more degrees, the mercury in the thermometers would have frozen. The 

nadir, -32° Celsius, was reached on February 15, 1929, the coldest day of the 20th century.

The members of the Frostschutz (antifreeze) Club like it chilly! They cordially invite the 

public to festivities in a freezer truck! Enjoy cocktails on the rocks at -32°! Cheers!

Thanks to Kröswang GmbH
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100 Years

Double Ski Pole // 11:45 AM

Ski Tour from the Mozartkreuzung to Urfahr – A Performance

The “Gis” was the mountainous home turf of Linz’s skiing pioneers. The proprietor of the inn 

there was Toni Hengstschläger, whose friends called him Kunödt-Toni. He was inventive 

and an industrious businessman, and became the province’s first supplier of ski equipment. 

Toni patented a double ski pole, manufactured Dachstein-brand ash-wood skis and 

invented, to go along with them, the perfect binding, which he named after Linz. At the 1909 

Province Expo held in Linz, his creations earned him a silver medal.

From Linzlexikon: There were difficulties is assigning this activity to a craft or trade. A 

carpenter, since it involved work with wood? A wainwright since the thing resembled the 

runners of a sled? A binder or a rake-maker? “Ski-maker” ultimately became a trade in its 

own right.

Anton Hengstschläger invented the famous divisible double ski pole. And that’s what we’re 

celebrating today. Right in the middle of Linz and in original fashion with a ski tour along 

Landstraße. With or without snow!

Thanks to the Hengstschläger Family and Winter Sport Museum Mürzzuschlag

104 Years

Ski Jumping on Pöstlingberg // 2 PM

We want to revive the tradition of ski jumping in Linz.

Access via public transportation: Take the Pöstlingberg bus to the last stop “An der 

Mayrwiesen”; registration on site beginning at 1 PM; skiers and snowboarders can 

participate

ATTENTION: This event will take place only if there is sufficient snow!

The Linz Ski and Sledding Club set up the first ski jumping hill in 1905 on Pöstlingberg. 

Robert Moser, one of Linz’s top ski racers and mountain climbers of that era, soon 

established the hill record of 26 meters. The world record was held by a Norwegian: 35.5 
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meters. In the 1930s, this hill—which, in the meantime, had been overhauled by the Linz 

Gymnastic Association—was the site of the first Upper Austrian championships. After World 

War II, the facility fell into disrepair.

We want to revive the tradition of ski jumping in Linz. All who dare can jump from the small 

hill! Points are awarded for originality, not distance! And keep in mind that the judges will 

also take style into consideration!

Thanks to:

OeAV-Sektion Touristenklub Linz, Gerald Langreiter

Landesmuseum Oberösterreich, Peter Assmann

58,942,080 minutes

since the first screening of a motion picture in Linz // 5 PM

Movie screening at Cinematograph, Obere Donaulände 51 

Admission: €4; free admission for Linz09 Insider cardholders!

To reserve seats, call 0732 785603

In the early days of the cinema, film screenings were county fair attractions like the Woman 

with No Lower Abdomen and a two-headed calf. Motion pictures projected onto a big screen 

were part of a variety show. Traveling movie impresarios took their equipment from town to 

town. For instance, a certain Johann Bläser spent a few days in March 1897 at the Hotel 

Zum Goldenen Schiff in downtown Linz, where he exhibited his program to local audiences. 

It must have gone over quite well—several years later, he bought the hotel and converted it 

into a movie theater. That was 1909. It was the city’s second picture show. Shortly before, 

Karl Lifka had opened his Grand Théâtre électrique. The third followed in 1910: Kino 

Kolosseum.

We’ll be celebrating this anniversary by screening some short films illustrative of the early 

days of the cinema. The venue is the Cinematograph, a movie theater that still regularly 

screens footage that appeals to film nostalgia buffs.
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Max and Emil Skladanowsky: Wintergartenprogramm 1895, Spielfilme 1896

Oskar Messter: In Friedrichsruh (1897), Gemütlich beim Kaffee (1897), Kaiser Wilhelm II. 

(1897)

Guido Seeber: Chemnitzer Reportagen (1897), Chemnitzer Feuerwehr (1897), 

Filmhistorische Dokumente (1897/98)

Introduction by Georg Kügler

Historical texts on the subject of film theory are on display in the Café.

The program lasts approximately 45 minutes.

622,872 Hours

since an aurora borealis sighting over Linz led to deployment of the fire brigade // 7 PM 

Staging of northern lights with a musical performance in the park of the Schlossmuseum

On January 25, 1938, the heavens above Linz’s horizon turned red. These northern lights 

were visible all over Upper Austria. Hardly a chronicle fails to mention this natural spectacle. 

Fire departments responded, only to report a false alarm. Many people were terrified, staring 

at the menacing glow and interpreting it as a heavenly omen of approaching disaster.

For physicists, this phenomenon is neither frightful nor sensational. The northern lights are 

caused by the collision of the solar wind’s electrons with the Earth’s atmosphere. Experts 

refer to this as the aurora borealis.

Incredible natural phenomenon. On Tuesday evening at about 8:45, the firmament turned an 

intense red. The alarm was sounded and the men hurried to the firehouse in the belief that a 

major conflagration had broken out. The lookout attempted to ascertain where this red color 

was emanating from, where the purported fire was burning, but no flames were visible. This 

ghastly red color—sometimes brighter, then dimmer again—was visible only in the heavens 

above. The next day we learned that it was an astronomical phenomenon, the so-called 

northern lights, that extended across the heavens above numerous lands and everywhere 

caused a great sensation because no one had ever seen a natural spectacle of this sort.

Report, Fire Department, City of Rohrbach, 40 km northwest of von Linz

On this evening, we’ll be giving the solar winds a little help by staging an aurora borealis 

sound & light show in the Schlossmuseum park. A chorus and musical fanfares will get the 
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audience into the right mood as the sky above the Linzer Schloss begins to turn color. And a 

scientific expert on this subject will be on hand to explain how the northern lights come about 

and why they sometimes can even be seen above Linz.

Thanks to Linz Observatory, Herbert Raab, Museums of the Province of Upper Austria

Idea // Linz09

Concept / Project director // Susanne Posegga

Moderator / actors // Alexander Andrione, Martin Honzik

Texts // Siegfried Kristöfl

Event manager // Linz09, Tanja Dietinger

Key account manager // Linz09, Irene Jäger

Wolf window display arrangement // Anna Zangerle

Film research and screening // Cinematograph, Georg Kügler

Musical accompaniment to the aurora borealis lightshow // Sina Heiss

Scientific explanation of the aurora borealis phenomenon // Karl Kaiser

Ski jumping on-site organization // OeAV-Sektion Touristenklub Linz, Gerald Langreiter

Graphics // Buchegger, Denoth, Feichtner GmbH

Next Blocks of “Odd Anniversaries”

Apartment Building Blow-up, Cowboy Museum and Linz-by-the-Sea?

Thursday, April 30, 2009

World Language, Robinson Islands and an Indian Elephant

Sunday, July 19, 2009

Velodrome, Cacophony and Banishment to Linz

Sunday, September 20, 2009


