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Transportation Map
Simlinger/Montambeau

Jump on, come with us 
and remember
We cross our city and see 
the same images day by day. 
But Linz has many stories to tell, 
in the city centre as well as on 
the outskirts, in the streets and 
on the squares. Linz has time for 
history and time to remember. 
Join us and discover a different 
side to Linz. Read stories about 
this town that are your stories too.  
Discover Linz!
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 Dornach
Leopold Mostny worked in the liquor trade, is remembered for having 
established schools in Linz and became an honorary citizen of Urfahr. 
He was deported from Vienna to Theresienstadt on 1 October 1942 
at the old age of 99. He died there on 6 October 1942, the cause of 
his death is unknown. Mostny street was named after him in 1983.

  St. Magdalena
In 1940, the city of Linz was badly in need of human labour to sustain 
industrial production. By 1943, slave labourers, prisoners of war, 
internees and concentration camp inmates were being put to work for 
the Third Reich. The “Reichswerke Hermann Göring” alone erected 
18 camps for 14,000 workers from 25 countries. A camp for Italian, 
French and Czech slave labourers and prisoners of war was located 
south of today’s Biesenfeld swimming pool.

  Rudolfstraße
Linz was Adolf Hitler’s favourite city. He wanted it to outshine Vienna 
and Budapest as the most beautiful city by the river Danube. One of 
his foremost urban development goals was to adorn both the river 
banks with buildings reflecting his own grandiose visions. Most of 
these were not constructed. The Nibelungen Bridge, whose name 
was chosen by Adolf Hitler himself and inspired by the important role 
of the river Danube in the German Nibelung saga, was built between 
1938 and 1940. In the course of the bridge construction works, two 
bridgehead buildings were constructed on Linz’ main square, and 
finished in 1947.

  Hauptplatz
On 12 March 1938, Adolf Hitler spoke to 60,000 enthusiastic locals 
from the balcony of the old Linz city hall. It was the exuberant rejoicing 
of the crowd that made him decide to fully integrate Austria into the 
German Reich.

 
The department store ”Kraus und Schober“, which belonged to the 
Jewish family Schwarz, was located at Hauptplatz 26/27. The Schwarz 
brothers owned an apartment at Domgasse 5 with extensive art collec-
tion. SA and SS troops stormed the apartment in March 1938, arrested 
Paul and Max Schwarz and deported them to Dachau concentration 
camp. After signing a written declaration that they would renounce 
the ownership of their department store, they were released and were 
able to flee to Palestine. Walter – the third brother – was killed by the 
Gestapo in Munich. After the war, the department store was restituted 
to the surviving family members, who sold it in the 1950s.

 
On 5 May 1945, tanks of the 11th division of the US army reached the 
Hauptplatz in Linz. The US-troups were greeted with flowers, wine and 
accordion music.

  Taubenmarkt
From 1900 until 1904, Adolf Hitler attended the grammar school at 
Steingasse 6. In 1904 he changed to the grammar school in Steyr, which 
he left without any leaving certificates at the age of 16. A white arrow 
on the school building at Steingasse indicates that there was an air 
shelter in the building during World War II. The building still stands,
but is now empty.

  
The Jewish physician Eduard Bloch opened a private doctor’s practice 
at Landstraße 12 in 1901. One of his patients was Adolf Hitler’s mother 
Klara. After the Nazi annexation of Austria, Bloch wrote a letter to 
Hitler asking for help. He was the only Jew in Linz to be put under the 
protection of the Gestapo and was able to flee to the USA with his 
family in 1940.

  
According to the 1934 census, 966 Jews lived in Upper Austria at that 
time. The synagogue of Linz, located at Bethlehemstraße 26 in 1877, 
was completely burnt down on 10 November 1938. In 1967/68, a new 
Jewish assembly hall was built in the same place, according to plans 
by the architect Fritz Goffitzer.

  Mozartkreuzung
Adolf Eichmann grew up in the house at Bischofstraße 1. His family ran 
an electric shop at Bischofsstraße 3. A trained mechanic, he had already 
joined the Nazi party by 1932 and soon made his way to the top of the 
Nazi hierarchy. Between 1935 and 1945 he managed and facilitated the 
expropriation, expulsion and deportation of European Jews, thus playing 
a decisive role in the annihilation of more than 6 million people. In 1962 
he was tried in a Jerusalem court, convicted and executed – the only 
death sentence carried out in the history of Israel to this day.

  Goethekreuzung
Simon Wiesenthal was imprisoned in 12 concentration camps before he 
was freed from the Mauthausen camp in 1945. He founded the Jewish 
Documentation Centre at Goethestraße 63 in 1947, which collected 
testimonies and documented National Socialist crimes. Owing to his 
research work, Wiesenthal managed to locate the war criminal Adolf 
Eichmann, who grew up in Linz and fled to Argentina in 1954. Wiesenthal’s 
office in Linz had to close down in 1954 due to lack of funds and could 
not be reopened until 1961, in Vienna. Simon Wiesenthal died on 
20 September 2005. In 2008, the Austrian government decided to 
establish the Vienna Wiesenthal Institute for Holocaust Studies.

  Hauptbahnhof
Both the lions at the train station were commissioned in 1941 and created 
by the sculptor Jakob Adlhart. They were originally set to become part of 
the new “Staatsbrücke” Bridge in Salzburg as planned by the Nazi regime. 
However, the bridge was not finished until 1949 and the lions were not 
put up in Salzburg, but in front ot the main train station at Linz, which had 
recently been re-opened. The history of the lions did not became a subject 
of discussion until alteration works on the station were started. Linz City 
Council “solved“ the ideological problems by simply declaring the lions to 
be “ideologically untainted”.

  Herz-Jesu-Kirche
From 1943, construction activity in Linz focused on improving protection 
against air raids by erecting underground shelters and high-rise bunkers. 
The bunker at Andreas Hofer Square could house up to 1000 people. Allied 
troops dropped about 8,000 bombs during their air raids on Linz. 1,679 
people were killed, 12,000 buildings were destroyed or damaged. Around 
22,000 people lost their homes.

  VOEST-Alpine
On 9 August 1942, the “Gegenbewegung” (counter movement), short GB, 
was founded in Linz. GB was a resistance group led by Hans Frenzel, 
a civil servant. The “Gegenbewegung” did not plan a political overthrow 
but conducted acts of sabotage, such as turning off the factory’s own 
fogging machine before air raids on the Reichswerke Hermann Göring 
factory premises. The fog normally prevented bomber pilots from 
locating their targets. After the war Hans Frenzel became a politician 
for the Austrian Social Democratic Party, Federal Minister of Food Supply 
and president of the Court of Audit.

  Neue Welt
In 1945 the Americans commissioned Hans Malzacher to rebuild the heavy 
industry in Linz. He was arrested in the autumn of the same year because 
he had been Deputy War Minister and in charge of arms production for 
the Southeastern district of the Third Reich. Although he was listed as 
a war criminal, Hans Malzacher was acquitted by the Nuremberg Trials of 
1945-46. He later became Chairman of the Board of the United Austrian 
Steelworks (VOEST). 

  Simonystraße
On 13 May 1938, Hermann Göring – one of the most powerful figures of 
the terrorist Nazi regime - performed the ground-breaking ceremony for 
the Reichswerke Hermann Göring in St. Peter-Zizlau. Linz was an ideal 
place for heavy industry because of its geographical position between 
iron ore and coal mining centres and developed in an industrial complex, 
with around 25,000 people working there from 1944. From 1943 on, two 
subcamps of Mauthausen concentration camp, Linz I and Linz III, were 
located on the factory premises. Around 6,000 prisoners worked there 
under inhuman conditions, for example, producing tanks. In 1965,
 a memorial stone was set up at Lunzerstraße 60 in their memory. 
The subcamp Linz II was situated inside the tunnels of Bauernberg Hill.
After the war, the Reichswerke Hermann Göring were confiscated by the 
Allies and handed over to the Republic of Austria in 1946 under the new 
name of VOEST United Austrian Iron and Steel Works. 
Between 1948 and 1952, VOEST was granted three billion dollars from 
the Marshall Plan relief programme. Today, the voestalpine company has 
around 40,000 employees worldwide.


