
Tiefenrausch 
Following the successful exhibition „Schaurausch“ which took visitors on an excursion into 

the heart of the consumerism in Spring of 2007, the OK Offenes Kulturhaus Upper Austria 

will launch “Tiefenrausch”, walking the borderline of public space in the depths, cellars, and 

tunnels located in the underground world of Linz. Exhibitions, planned activities and 

expeditions, organised by Martin Sturm, director of the OK Offenes Kulturhaus Upper Austria, 

and Rainer Zendron, Vice Rector of the Kunstuniversität Linz, will take place in the forked 

tunnel system beneath Linz, known mostly through hearsay and normally closed off to the 

public.  

 

In 2008, the OK will erect a temporary „Museum of the Underworld“ to serve as headquarters 

for underground Linz. The ensuing exhibition by the OK Museum on the subterranean world 

of Linz will aim to inform the public as well as draw a correlation between the history of 

National Socialist tunnel system and the long planned West Ring Tunnel.  Mythological and 

local historical objects will speak directly to visitors and tell their abysmal, stirring, and 

subterranean stories. 

 

The exhibition „Strom des Vergessens – ein künstlerisches Ausstellungsprojekt in den 

Stollen von Linz“ aims to bringing the suppressed to light. The Limonistollen (tunnels), with 

its distinctive entrance portal located behind the intersection of Hopfengasse/Stifterstraße, is 

a term familiar to older Linz inhabitants. As with many of the other tunnels, the Limonistollen 

was used as an “escape tunnel” for residents during the era of National Socialism. For 

“Rapture of the Deep”, Linz tour guides will organise special tours in which they will talk 

about the history of the tunnel systems that were mostly built by concentration camp 

prisoners working under appalling conditions. The tour guides will be supported by the 

Austrian artist group “Aliens”, who will acoustically act out interviews with witnesses of the 

time period and scientists as well as other interesting sound documentations. 

 

The tour takes visitors from the Limonistollen down a long underground passageway towards 

Freinberg to the Aktienkeller. These long tunnel systems on the western fringes of the city 

centre are strewn with great artistic works that trace the loss of private or public memory and 

challenge visitors to explore our history. The spectacular art “course” takes visitors through a 

3000 square metre complex where, on account of the very special climatic conditions (12°C 

and 85% humidity), site-specific projects will be developed by international artists. 

 

 



Hauptplatz, the main square in Linz, dotted with cafes, restaurants, the Saturday flea market 

and various large events, has become the most attractive communication zone in Linz. Only 

a few metres underneath the lively pedestrian zone, between the fountain and plague pillar 

monument, an entirely different world is concealed: a winding, labyrinthine-like escape 

bunker of WWII that could only be accessed by stairs located at two entrance buildings on 

Hauptplatz. Adolf Hitler personally selected the site and approved the plans and at the end of 

the 1940s, the entrances were destroyed. The renowned room and light artist Mischa Kuball 

has been invited to develop a project for this central bunker system. 

 

During the tours, “Unter Tage” as well as by the entrances to the „underworld“, subterranean 

Linz will develop a programme of activity for interested persons. During the exhibition, 

regularly scheduled descents to the hidden graves of Linz churches, such as, for example, 

the Crypt Tour (in cooperation with the Catholic Church Upper Austria) will be offered. 
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Martin Sturm (born 1957) studies of Germanistik and Americanistik / University Innsbruck. From 1988 
to 1992 Federal Government of Upper Austria, Local Department of Culture. Since 1992 Director of 
The OK Centre for Contemporary Art. Conception of the art center, establishment and expansion of 
the O.K as an international house of production and exhibition for contemporary art. 2004 
Commissioner for the Austrian contribution to the Sao Paolo Biennial. 
 
 
Rainer Zendron is vice rector of the Kunstuniversität Linz. From 1984 to 1986 chairmanship of the 
Kunstuniversität student union. From 1987 to 1986 member of the National Cultural Advisory Board; 
deputy chairman, chairman of the expert Advisory Committee of Visual Art, chairman of the Advisory 
Committee for Interdisciplinary Cultural Work. From 1989 to 1990 compilation of a concept for the 
founding, organisation, and development of the “OK-Centre for Contemporary Art”, since 1995 he has 
been a regular curator. From 1993 to 1996, with others, he worked on the conception, founding and 
organisation of the Architekturforum. From 1997 to 1998, with others, he worked on the conception 
and curatorial activities for European Month of Culture in Linz and from 1998 to 1999, with others, he 
was a member of the conception and editorial team for the cultural development plan for the city of 
Linz. Numerous artistic and curatorial activities. 
 
 


