
HOUSE OF STORIES 
The program will change on an ongoing basis throughout the year 
 

GROUND FLOOR // CLAUDIA CZIMEK: TRAVEL AGENCY // “sCHICk” 

A journey over several months in a single room 

 

Loosely based on DeSelby’s assertion in Flann O’Brien’s novel “The Third Policeman” that 

“every journey is an hallucination,” the former travel agency will be the point of departure and 

site of the entire 40 m2 covered by the itinerary of a miniature ‘round-the-world trip. This 

constantly growing installation will become a fantastically real landscape, and simultaneously 

an atelier that invites visitors to travel. To this end, Madame Bricolage will be moving in at 

Pfarrplatz and bringing some of her stories with her. Things used in everyday life as well as 

objects specially created for this installation will coalesce into a micro-universe. Visitors’ are 

invited to contribute souvenirs from their own travels. 

 

Claudia Czimek was born in 1975 in Graz. She lives and works in Upper Austria. As Madame 

Bricolage, she’ll be journeying to, among other places, Paris in 2009. 

 

1st UPPER LEVEL // PAUL KRANZLER: FAMILY ALBUM 

 

Young Linz photographer Paul Kranzler shows his latest series, a touching and intimate 

portrait of his family. Pictures of grandmas and grandpas, aunts, siblings. And of rooms that 

relate stories of personal occurrences, of family feasts and afternoon coffee and cake, 

memories and secret nooks, festive occasions and daily rituals, housework and gardening, 

as well as drawers that have filled up with mementos over the decades. The photos are 

displayed throughout the building’s halls and rooms. On the 1st Upper Level, seated on the 

Kranzler Family’s old sofa, you can view the entire series as a slide show. 

 

Paul Kranzler was born in 1979 in Linz. He lives in Linz and London, and has exhibited in 

Salzburg, London, Linz, Vienna, Warsaw, Newport, Winterthur et al. www.paulkranzler.com 

 

1st UPPER LEVEL // THE HOUSE 

 

Upstairs, bookseller Alex Stelzer has set up a reading room where visitors can get away from 

it all and join authors on flights of imagination. With a view overlooking the Pfarrplatz square, 

you can kick back, relax and bury yourself in a book—for instance, “Das Haus,” the debut 

novel by Mark Z. Danielewski. When Pulitzer Prize-winning author Will Navidson and his wife 



and two kids move into this house, he has no inkling of how his world is about to spiral 

completely out of control. He casually goes about filming the events of everyday life that are 

played out in these rooms and hallways, and quite incidentally comes to realize that the 

house contains rooms that do not appear on any blueprint. “Welcome to Hell. A full program 

of activities awaits you.” –Mark Z. Danielewski 

 

Alex Stelzer is the proprietor of Buchhandlung Alex, the book shop on Linz’s Main Square. 

 

1st UPPER LEVEL // “…OF MY LIFE” // A COLLECTION 

 

Here visitors can rummage among recollections, relate the story of a very personal situation 

in his/her own life, write a brief account of it and pin it on the wall. Something “of my life”—

maybe the night, the examination, the friendship, the disappointment, the dog, the defeat, the 

sin, the fight, the coincidence, the love, the song, the farewell, or what have you. Written in 

script or shorthand, typed or drawn. 

 

2nd UPPER LEVEL // MAGGIE CARDELÚS: ZOO, AGE 10 

Looking for time 

 

“Zoo, age 10” was 10 years in the making: 18,000 photographs taken by artist Maggie 

Cardelús between March 25, 1996 and March 26, 2006 will be projected at the rate of 12 

images/second. Together, they bring to life the portrait of a 10-year-old girl named Zoo. The 

video is accompanied by a new version of Beethoven’s Pastorale drawn out over 10 hours. 

 

Maggie Cardelús was born in 1962. She lives and works in Milan, and has exhibited in 

Madrid, Paris, New York, Milan and Rome. www.maggiecardelus.com 

 

2nd UPPER LEVEL // PETER ARLT: MY PRIVATE UNIVERSE 

On what has been collected 1986-2008 

 

Every person working in the arts has more or less consciously developed individual methods 

to foster his/her inspiration. Peter Arlt collects—impressions, notes, sketches, objects, 

newspaper clippings. Anything that “somehow strikes his fancy” is collected without initially 

knowing how it will eventually be used. The results are larger or smaller holdings that bide 

their time until they are put into some kind of order. In the House of Stories, Peter Arlt 

assembles the material he’s been hoarding for over 20 years, does some rearranging and 

then crafts his own universe out of it. 



 

Peter Arlt is a sociologist and urban researcher who lives and works in Linz. He’ll be on hand 

every Monday in the House of Stories. 

 

**** EVERY MONDAY, YOU HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO CHAT WITH PETER ARLT *** 

 

2nd UPPER LEVEL // WOOLLY WALLS 

Friday Afternoon Knitting 

 

Every Friday afternoon, visitors and residents are cordially invited to knit together with the 

(girl)friends of art. The aim is to knit until the entire apartment is covered in wool. (And 

actually, the knitting on this proliferating wall covering can be done any day of the week.) The 

(girl)friends of art artists’ collective has existed in Linz since 1999. It’s an alliance of four 

women with different métiers—video, stage set design, visual arts and graphic design. Their 

joint efforts address social and political issues—for instance, “Erstes Linzer Kunsthäkeln” 

(crocheting at Kunstraum Goethestraße), “synchronstricken“ (knitting, video), “Vier 

freundinnen im Rahmen” (performance at the Lentos Art Museum Linz) and “Auslage in 

Arbeit” (installations in shop display windows). 

 

The (girl)friends of art are Martina Kornfehl, Claudia Dworschak, Helga Lohninger and 

Viktoria Schlögl. 

 

*** EVERY FRIDAY KNITTING CIRCLE *** 


