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The CEO of the prospering bank that had originally started out as a rural savings bank 
lives in Linz-Urfahr. From his perch high above the city he can look down on it. The 
mayor of Linz also lives in Urfahr but from his windows he sees little more than the walls 
of his neighbour‘s house. 
 
People say everyone in Linz would like to live in Urfahr. The majority of Linz inhabitants 
however do not live in the northern part of the city, but south of the Danube. The further 
south, the more proletarian, according to sociological demographics. People in Linz today 
don’t want to hear that because the word ”proletariat“ is frowned upon in this blue collar 
city. And who, nowadays, even says ”blue collar city“? Linz is, after all, a city of culture. 
That at least is what current city advertising would have you think. 
 
Most inhabitants of Linz live in island-like sections, in large urban precincts consisting of 
apartment blocks. When they were built, they were actually outside the city as it then 
was, and for a long time planning failed to connect them properly to the city centre. Each 
precinct was an entity in its own right, even if the infrastructure was at first a bit patchy. 
 
Up until the late 1930s Linz was not really that big. In Urfahr the city‘s perimeter 
extended no further than to the old pub ”Zur Kaiserkrone“ at the beginning of 
Knabenseminarstraße. In the south the city ended at Polygon Square, today’s 
Bulgariplatz. Way down south there was Kleinmünchen with its working-class textile 
industry population and lower middle-class Ebelsberg. East of Polygon Square lay 
Franckviertel, a traditional blue collar neighbourhood, which has become an attractive 
proposition for immigrants today. 
 
At the end of the 1930s and in the early 1940s, neighbourhoods were constructed that 
are colloquially known even today, more than seventy years later, as ”Hitler buildings“. 
These parts were unattached at the time to the city centre and formed islands in the 
fields of Urfahr and on farmland round the Bindermichl and Spallerhof. 
 
During the extensive phase of rebuilding and construction after World War II, many new 
islands were added to the existing archipelago. In the south, they filled the empty spaces 
between the buildings from the Nazi era and Bindermichl and Spallerhof expanded until 
they merged. Well into the 1980s this quarter was considered to be Voest territory. For a 
long time, being a ”Voest worker“ meant that as a member of the elite of Linz’s blue 
collar workers and earning good money you belonged to a respected community. 
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Today all this is seen in a different light. In the meanwhile, almost everyone considers 
themselves middle class in a city in which the middle classes never played a dominant 
role in cultural terms. 
 
Board the city tram and travel south. Beyond the main train station you’ll hear foreign 
tongues spoken more often than before. Neue Welt, Kleinmünchen, Ennsfeld – the 
outskirts are also part of Linz. Have the new residents in these precincts arrived in Linz? 
Do the residents of Solar City identify with Linz as their new home? 
 
An address in the city centre once again has a certain cachet. It has also been easier to 
come by since urban planning hit the limits of further expansion and discovered the 
virtues of increasing site density. Nonetheless, the dream of owning a detached house in 
suburbia continues to be dreamt. Some love living in the centre of the city for its urban 
qualities, others still hang on to leafier dreams. The CEO of the former rural savings bank 
in Linz has made his dream come true. But for most residents of Linz, reality is different. 
 

Erhard Gstöttner lives in Linz and is a journalist at the Oberösterreichische Nachrichten. 
 


