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Is Linz beautiful? It depends – compared with Salzburg, Florence, Bruges, or Nice, it is 

not. Nevertheless Linz is remarkably beautiful, especially when it manages to come to 

terms with its industrial history and integrates aesthetic settings into its industrial 

landscape. 

 

The Danube forms the borders on the north and east side of an industrial area called 

Lustenau (literally: ”vale of delight“). In the north, it extends to the winter port with its 

gentle westward current. On the far side of the Danube, the dense forests of 

Pfenningberg are visible from almost anywhere in the city. In the west, the Mühlkreis 

motorway forms an uncrossable gulf cutting Lustenau off from the city centre. To the 

south, the large industrial compounds of the Chemie Park and voestalpine steel works 

create a formidable span – a ”southern mountain range“, so to say. If you were to count 

Pfenningberg as part of the city, Lustenau would be the centre of Linz. It is a section of 

the city that encompasses 350 hectares in which the castle grounds of Schönbrunn in 

Vienna could fit three times over. 

 

At the beginning of the 20th century, Lustenau, formerly known as ”Katzenau“, 

comprised farms and market gardeners as well as a racecourse, barracks, a brewery and 

a number of small factories. The spacious Danube backwaters with their floodplain 

forests snaked through the region. In 1938, with the erection of the Reichswerke 

Hermann Göring and the Stickstoffwerke, Linz suddenly found itself an important centre 

of the chemical and the steel industry. After World War II, and in the years of 

reconstruction, Lustenau was dedicated as an area for heavy industries and given the 

structure that it has retained up to now. The Linz harbour basins were built, as well as the 

tank harbour, the landfill for factory compounds and a network of roads serviced by an 

arterial road, the Industriezeile. Even today, Lustenau has remained an area of constant 

motion – demolition work, construction, landfills, relocation. Traffic abounds on the 

roads, by rail and on the water. A pulsating centre that is one of Austria’s most successful 

industrial areas. 

 

In between, one cannot fail to notice many highly visible islands – hundreds of little 

gardens, hedges, bushes, magnificent solitary old trees, and: the Danube. It is here that 

Lustenau can enjoy a sense of tranquillity. Gardens are areas of bucolic repose, islands of 

slow leisure and poesy. The amount of garden activity in Lustenau is remarkable – proof 

that people yearn for paradise in a city where life is loud and follows the beat of machines 

and heavy traffic. 

 

It is an expansive, mosaicised industrial garden, shot through with functions urban and 

rural, and transformed into a compound entity of industrial democracy and rustic idyll.  
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An area where everything is accessible for those who take the time to look – an area 

frequented by workers and by other citizens of Linz as well as by tourists on bicycles, and 

those simply passing through on their way to Vienna or Passau. 

 

Mario Terzic lives in Vienna and is a professor at the University for Applied Art. 


