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THEATERLUST 1: SCHNEESTURM / 

THEATRE MANIA 1: SNOWSTORM 

(January 15 – February 6, 2009) 

 

Theaterlust 1: Schneesturm/Theatre Mania 1: Snowstorm is the opening festival and 

thus the event that sets the theatrical tone at the very outset of 2009. In order to whip 

up a fresh breeze, we’ll be showcasing as many facets of the performing arts as 

possible. Genres will be blended and internationally renowned artists will be invited to 

come to Linz, to put their talents on display and to collaborate with their local 

counterparts. The interdisciplinary character of this event is also meant to initiate a 

dialog among the people of this city and to kick off a celebration of theater for theater’s 

sake. 

 

Many of these international artists have visited Linz in recent months to get better 

acquainted with its nature, its soul. This has given birth to concepts that will manifest 

themselves in a wide variety of ways at this festival and cast Linz is a new, unfamiliar 

light. The process of getting to know this city has also encouraged some of these 

visitors to undertake an encounter with Linz in their work. 

One such guest is Indian artist Arjun Raina, a director, actor and traditional Kathak 

dancer who has created a sensation—in Europe as well, of late—with his stories about 

India’s place in the world and the adaptation of Western works into an Indian context. 

In the work that has been commissioned for Linz09, Ecdysis – The Snake Sheds its 

Skin, he now takes a highly unusual approach to describing the invisible, Indian side of 

Linz. 

 

Schneesturm will also feature guest appearances. For instance, in cooperation with 

Toneelhuis Antwerpen, one of Europe’s most important theatrical institutions today, 

Linz09 will be presenting Guy Cassier’s complete Triptychon der Mach” (Triptych of 

Power) right at the start of the Capital of Culture year. Three productions will be taking 

three very different approaches to confronting the subject of “power and art”: Mefisto is 
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based on the novel of the same name by Klaus Mann; Wolfskers treats the film trilogy 

of Russian filmmaker Alexander Sokurov; and Atropa takes the Trojan War as its 

concrete point of departure in portraying the consequences of war and dictatorship. 

 

 

Arjun Raina trained as an Actor at The London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art (1987). 
Teacher of Voice and Speech at the National School of Drama India (1990-96). 
Kathakali dancer (1990-2007). Trained with Sadanam Balakrishnan. Celebrated International 
Performer and actor with extensive performances in America, U.K, Germany, Switzerland, 
France, Belgium, Austria, Australia, West Indies and Japan (1996-2007). Cinema Actor with 
films acted in receiving National awards and Oscar nomination. Voice and Communications 
coach. 
Original Plays and Performances (Selection): 
The Magic Hour (2000); A Terrible Beauty is Born (2003); Like a Bird on a Wire (2006-2007); 
The Weightloss Hour (2007-2008). 


