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THEATERLUST 2: SONNENBRAND / 

THEATRE MANIA 2: SUNBURN 

 

Theaterlust 2: Sonnenbrand / Theatre Mania 2: Sunburn is the second festival of the 

performing arts, this time staged amidst the heat of summer, whereby high 

temperatures are to be taken as grounds to shift the performance venues outdoors to 

where the people are: into the parks, gardens and courtyards, onto riverbanks and 

public squares. 

As for content, we aim to span an arc between traditional theatrical forms like 

Kuttiyatam, the Indian performance genre that is the oldest still practiced today, and 

contemporary modes of expression such as those employed by artists who use the 

public sphere as the setting for their creativity. This is designed to heighten 

understanding of the function of the theater itself and thereby to also stimulate 

enjoyment of it. Presentation in transformed public venues is meant to engender 

enthusiasm for drama, internationality meant to impart to audiences curiosity and a 

sense of openness. In a wide variety of ways. 

This festival as well will proffer a mixture of forms: guest productions from other parts 

of Europe as well as Asia and Africa will showcase other cultures; productions created 

expressly for Linz09 will treat the role of this city in the work of various artists. 

At this festival, Flemish producer Luk Perceval will present Die verborgene Stadt/The 

Hidden City, a work commissioned specifically for Linz. His film takes its audience 

beneath the city, into a network of historically significant subterranean tunnels. This 

excursion is personalized by the presence of actor Felix Römer, who assumes the role 

of tourist guide curiously scrutinizing the city. During the festival, this film will also be 

screened al fresco immediately adjacent to the entrance to one of the tunnels. There, 

right after the end of World War II, what had previously been a playground was 

converted into a theater and a boxing ring. The limestone wall onto which the film will 

be projected was employed as a “silver screen” back in those days too, and will now 

be put to this use once again. 

 


