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DIE VERBORGENE STADT / THE HIDDEN CITY 

 

Luk Perceval / Berlin, February 8, 2008: 

 

Instead of imported culture, I thought it would be interesting and important to 

develop a project for Linz09 that’s an outgrowth of the city itself. “Die verborgene 

Stadt” has arisen from my longing to know more about the dark side of the city of 

Linz; what’s been hidden and remains so. The concrete approach proceeds via 

its network of underground passageways—the city beneath the city—and the 

narratives that are interconnected with them. 

 

Actor Felix Römer meanders through Linz. He assumes the role of the stranger, the 

poser of queries, who approaches this city curiously and asks questions about it. 

Stories and myths entwine themselves around this place—this municipality of 

peasants, industrial center and steel town, but also the city that Adolf Hitler called his 

hometown and that called him its godfather. His big plans for Linz called for adorning it 

with grandiose works of architecture he personally designed, including a museum full 

of art looted from the many lands he subdued. 

The past has left its mark on Linz. 

 

Much of the film is shot in subterranean settings. We go through tunnels and ride the 

Dragon Train along the Grotto Railway. These underground passageways have much 

to tell. They reveal stories and history. They offered civilians protection from the air 

raids that began in June 1944—8,000 bombs fell on the city and damaged 70% of all 

residential buildings. But these tunnels were also places of brutality and exploitation. 

One was the site of a concentration camp. Pursuant to a direct order from Hitler, 

inmates were quartered there to work on the expansion of what were termed “air raid 

shelters.” Today, these tunnels serve as wine cellars—as they had previously—or as 

sites that memorialize the human suffering that took place here. 

We walk through these tunnels together with a guide who conducts school classes 

through this place, with a historian who does research on the social and political 
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conditions that prevailed then, and with a scholar who talks about art theft and 

restitution. We listen to people reliving their experiences—as a child seeking protection 

in these tunnels, as a contemporary eyewitness to history who is still haunted by the 

memories of what happened here. A miniature replica of Linz’s Main Square 

constructed within the Grotto Railway takes us back to the early 20th century, and a 

psychiatrist accompanies us into the depths of human history in search of archetypes 

and images amidst this fairy-tale world. 

 

Remembrance also goes on outside—in a guard tower overlooking the Mauthausen 

concentration camp, reading texts in a café, and in the questions of the inquiring actor. 

Traces of recollections, countless pieces of a mosaic-in-progress, a search for images, 

stories and places, a collection – that has not yet reached closure. 

 

Concept / direction / 1
st
 camera: Luk Perceval 

Actor: Felix Römer 

Dramaturgy: Margit Niederhuber 

2
nd

 Camera: Nikolai Eberth 

Sound: Linda Björk Steinthorsdottir 

Production: Navigator Film, Johannes Rosenberger 

 
 
Luk Perceval is an actor, author and director. In 1979 he began his acting career at 
the National Theater in Antwerp and in 1984 he founded the independent troupe 
“Blawe Maandag Comagnie”, one of the most important representatives of the “Flemish 
Wave” (a movement by Flemish artists whose innovative work transformed the theatre). 
With BMCie he instantiated, among other things, the Shakespeare marathon “Ten 
oorlog” (the German version premiered under the title “Schlachten!” at the Salzburg 
Festival; in 2000 he was invited to a theatre assembly in Berlin and awarded 
Performance of the Year). In 1998 he became the director of the Antwerp National 
Theatre, the theatre he had left in the 1980s. Since 2000, he has worked regularly as a 
director in Germany. 
 
Felix Römer (born 1960 in Vienna) is an actor and author. He studied acting in Vienna 
and has performed, among other places, at the Burgtheater Vienna, the Graz 
Playhouse, Theatre Krefeld / Mönchengladbach, State Theater of Saarbrücken, State 
Theater of Kassel, Dortmund Theatre, Playhouse Frankfurt (guest). In 2002 he became 
a permanent ensemble member of the Schaubühne in Berlin. 

 


